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Óarsa lejn Ωviluppi kurrenti fl-Astronomija
Joseph Caruana

G ˙ a d d i e t  s e n a 
minn meta ktibt 
l-ewwel kolonna 
dwar l-astronomija 
ghal din ir-rivista.  
U hekk kif poggejt 
bilqieg˙da biex 
nikteb xi ̇ a©a g˙al 
din is-sena, l-ewwel 
˙sieb li  g˙adda 
minn mo˙˙i huwa 
p r o p r j u  k e m m 
graw avvenimenti 
f i d - d i n j a  t a ’ l -
astronomija minn 
s e n a  ’ l  h a w n !  
Dlonk iddeçidejt 

illi g˙andi naqsam mag˙kom xi ftit minn dawn l-
avvenimenti importanti, kif ukoll nag˙ti daqqa t’g˙ajn 
lejn dawk il-pro©etti ma˙subin g˙aΩ-Ωmien qarib.

Nibdew b’Ottubru li g˙adda fejn ©ie mfakkar l-˙amsin 
anniversarju ta’ l-era spazjali.  Kien proprju f’Ottubru ta’ 
l-1957 meta r-Russja tefg˙et fl-ispazju l-ewwel satellita 
mag˙mula mill-bniedem: Sputnik 1.  Kien l-ewwel pass 
f’sensiela ta’ avvanzi fit-teknolo©ija spazjali li wasslu 
g˙all-inΩul tal-bniedem fuq il-qamar f’Lulju ta’ l-1969.  
In-numru ta’ satelliti li ttellghu fl-ispazju minn dakinhar 
’l hawn huwa kbir wisq biex tipprova tg˙oddu.  Forsi ftit 
tieqfu ta˙sbu, però dawn is-satelliti kellhom impatt fuq 
il-˙ajja ta’ kull wie˙ed u wa˙da minna.  It-trasmissjonijiet 
tat-TV, l-internet, it-telefonija çellulari, is-sistema tal-
GPS g˙an-navigazzjoni u ˙afna sistemi o˙rajn juΩaw 
it-teknolo©ija satellitari biex joperaw.  Ner©g˙u nsemmu 
is-satelliti iktar ’il quddiem.

Qabel ma niddiskuti daqsxejn xi 
skoperti li se˙˙ew matul ix-xhur 
li g˙addew, se ndawwar ˙arsti 
lejn Ωew© avvenimenti speçjali li 
wie˙ed seta’ jara b’g˙ajnejh minn 
mindu ˙ar©et din ir-rivista sena 
ilu.  Lejn l-a˙˙ar ta’ Ottubru, il-
kometa li ©©ib l-isem Holmes bdiet 
tespandi ming˙ajr ma kien mistenni 
tant li bdiet tidher anke ming˙ajr 
l-g˙ajnuna ta’ teleskopji u trombi.  
Bl-g˙ajnejn biss wie˙ed seta’ jara 
lil din il-kometa miexja bil-mod 
il-mod minn lejl ghal lejl sakemm 
hekk kif kompliet titbieghed u titlef 
l-intensita’ tag˙ha.  Kien tabil˙aqq 
avveniment li Ωamm il-˙arsa ta’ 
kull astronomu fuq din il-kometa, 
partikolarment min˙abba l-fatt illi 

˙add ma’ seta’ jg˙id preçiΩament x’seta ji©ri minnha.  
Fi Frar, imbag˙ad, kellna eklissi tal-qamar, g˙alkemm 
il-©urnata kienet kemmxejn imsa˙˙ba u ma gawdejniex 
dan il-fenomenu daqs kemm stajna.

Issa ejja ng˙addu biex naraw x’sirna nafu iktar dwar 
l-univers li jdawwarna.  Nibda’ biex nag˙milha çara illi 
li kieku kellna nelenkaw kull skoperta li saret fix-xhur 
li g˙addew, ikollna biΩΩejjed materjal biex niktbu ktieb 
s˙i˙.  G˙alhekk se nag˙Ωel biss xi whud mill-iskoperti 
li l-iktar ©ibdu interess.  Nibda’ billi ng˙id illi n-numru 
ta’ pjaneti misjuba jduru madwar stilel o˙rajn kompla 
jiΩdied.  B’hekk, s’issa nafu b’iktar minn mitejn u sebg˙in 
pjaneta jorbitaw ma’ stilel o˙rajn, u qed jo˙ro© çar illi 
huwa probabbli ̇ afna li l-galassja tag˙na hija miΩg˙uda 
bi pjaneti.

Kellna ukoll is-satellita tan-NASA Messenger li intbaghtet 
biex torbita l-eqreb pjaneta lejn ix-xemx – Merkurju 
(illi fil-Mitologija Rumana kien il-messa©©ier tal-allat; 
huwa g˙al din ir-ra©uni li s-satellita ©iet mog˙tija l-isem 
Messenger).  F’Jannar li g˙adda, din is-satellita qorbot 
lejn il-pjaneta u bdiet tibg˙at imma©ini dettaljati ta’ din 
il-pjaneta, sa˙ansitra tan-na˙a illi konna g˙adna qatt ma 
rajna qabel. Din is-satellita qieg˙da tg˙in lill-astronomi 
jifhmu a˙jar l-©eolo©ija u l-atmosfera ta’ din il-pjaneta.  
Fl-a˙˙ar jum ta’ Lulju kellna l-konferma finali li fuq 
Mars hemm l-ilma forma ta’ sil©.  Is-sonda robotika 
tan-NASA Phoenix ˙adet kampjun ta’ ˙amrija minn 
fuq il-wiçç ta’ din il-pjaneta u sabet saff ta’ sil© meta 
˙affret Ωew© pulzieri fond.  L-evidenza g˙all-preΩenza 
ta’ l-ilma fuq Mars kienet ilha teΩisti, però din kienet il-
konferma finali.  Wie˙ed mix-xjenzati prinçipali ta’ din 
il-missjoni stqarr illi d-dettalji u l-patterns li hemm fuq 
l-art juru li t-terren huwa ddominat minn sil©.  Kellna 

imbag˙ad spekulazzjonijiet ©odda 
dwar iΩ-Ωew© fenomeni skuri ta’ 
l-univers: dwar l-hekk mag˙rufa 
Dark Energy li hija forza misterjuΩa 
li apparentament qed tikkawΩa lill-
univers jespandi b’rata aççellerata, 
kif ukoll dwar id-Dark Matter , 
sustanza inviΩibbli fl-univers li hija 
˙afna iktar abbundnati mill-materjal 
ordinarju. (B’materjal ordinarju 
nifhmu l-materjal li mag˙mulin 
minnu l-galassji, il-pjaneti, inti u 
jiena.)  Studju ie˙or jipproponi li 
dan id-Dark Matter seta’ ipproduça 
o©©etti strambi fil-passat ta’ l-univers 
– o©©etti mag˙rufin b˙ala Dark Stars.  
Rajna ukoll l-isforz tal-kosmolo©i 
biex jifhmu re©jun vojt fl-univers li 
huwa wiesa ’l fuq minn biljun sena 
dawl (ji©ifieri tant huwa re©jun vast, 
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illi d-dawl jie˙u biljun sena biex jasal minn tarf sa ie˙or).  
Dan huwa re©jun assolutament vojt, sew mill-materjal 
ordinarju kif ukoll mid-Dark Matter li semmejna hawn 
fuq.  Saru ukoll osservazzjonijiet ta’ galassji illi tant 
huma imbieg˙da illi d-dawl tag˙hom ilu ©ej minn meta 
l-univers kien g˙ad g˙andu biss 500 miljun sena (ji©ifieri 
qed naraw galassji li eΩistew meta l-univers kellu biss 
500 miljun sena).  Nist˙ajjilkom qed tistaqsu, “Mela 
kemm g˙andu Ωmien l-univers?”  G˙andu tassew eta 
kbira – 13.7 biljun sena!  Nixtieq kieku kelli l-ispazju 
biex nipprova infiehmkom kif filfatt ti©i ikkalkulata 
l-eta ta’ l-univers, iΩda g˙ad irrid inkellimkom dwar xi 
w˙ud mill-missjonijiet spazjali u esperimenti xjentifiçi 
li se jsiru matul ix-xhur li ©ejjin.

L-ewwelnett, kul˙add qed jistenna illi jinxteghel il-Large 
Hadron Collider f’Geneva.  Dan huwa pro©ett li l-ispiΩa 
totali fuqu kapaçi tla˙˙aq ’il fuq minn sitt biljun ewro.  
F’dan il-pro©ett, se jsiru kolliΩjonijiet bejn partiçelli, u 
ji©u ikkreati g˙al mumenti qosra l-kundizzjonijiet li 
eΩistew frazzjoni zg˙ira ta’ sekonda wara l-bidu ta’ l-
univers.  Permezz ta’ dan il-pro©ett, hemm possibiltà li 
nsiru nafu iktar dwar id-Dark Matter u d-Dark Energy 
li semmejna hawn fuq.  Hemm çans ukoll li ji©u kkreati 
black holes zg˙ar (black holes huma o©©etti massivi illi 
l-©ibda gravitazzjonali tag˙hom hija tant qawwija illi 
ji©bdu kollox lejhom, sa˙ansitra d-dawl innifsu).  Hemm 
˙afna affarijiet o˙ra marbutin ma’ dan il-pro©ett illi nista’ 
nsemmi, però l-ispazju ma jippermettilix.

Fl-2008, b’kollox se jkunu ttellg˙u mill-inqas madwar 
g˙axar satelliti xjentifiçi ©odda biex jistudjaw l-univers ta’ 
madwarna.  Is-satellita Messenger li semmejna hawn fuq 
hija mistennija ter©a’ torbita l-pjaneta Merkurju f’Ottubru 
li ©ej.  Fl-istess xahar, se tintbaghat is-satellita imsej˙a 
Lunar Reconaissance Orbiter – li ser iddur madwar 
il-qamar u tipprepara mapep dettaljati biex jg˙inu 
fl-esplorazzjoni tal-qamar mill-bniedem fil-futur.  Se 
jkompli x-xog˙ol fuq l-Istazzjon Spazjali Internazzjonali 
li qed jinbena fl-ispazju stess.  Hemm ˙afna pro©etti 
o˙rajn li se jistudjaw su©©etti li jvarjaw mix-xemx sa 
l-asterojdi u l-formazzjoni ta’ stilel u galassji.  

U hekk kif qieg˙ed ner©a’ insemmi l-galassji, proprju 
qieg˙ed nikteb dan l-artiklu minn ©ewwa d-dipartiment 
tal-AstrofiΩika fl-Universita ta’ Oxford, l-Ingilterra, 
fejn qeg˙din nippruvaw nqabblu metodi matematiçi li 
jistg˙u jintuΩaw biex jikklassifikaw il-galassji fl-univers 
b’mod awtomatiku.  Hekk kif qed joqrob il-˙in illi 
ni©bor ˙wej©i minn fuq l-iskrivanija u mmur lura lejn 
id-dar, imdawwar b’iktar minn mitt astronomu ie˙or, 
ma nistax ma nirrimarkax dwar il-˙e©©a u l-eççitament 
li nista’ nara hawn madwari biex proprju ji©i mifhum 
l-univers vast u misterjuΩ ta’ madwarna.  U bl-ammont 
ta’ informazzjoni li qed niksbu, huwa Ωmien tassew sabi˙ 
biex tipparteçipa f’dan is-su©©ett.

Nag˙laq billi ng˙idilkom illi s-sena d-die˙la intom ukoll 
se tkunu tistghu tipparteçipaw fl-astronomija iktar mis-
soltu, peress li s-sena 2009 se tkun is-sena internazzjonali 
ta’ l-astronomija.  Intag˙Ωlet proprju din is-sena peress 
illi timmarka l-erba’ mitt anniversarju minn meta x-
xjenzat Taljan Galileo Galilei ipponta g˙all-ewwel darba 
teleskopju lejn is-sema.  Naturalment, l-G˙aqda Maltija 
tal-Astronomija se tkun qed torganizza avvenimenti 
speçjali g˙al din l-okkaΩjoni.  Nistedinnkom tid˙lu 
fil-website tal-g˙aqda: www.maltastro.com fejn 
g˙andkom issibu informazzjoni dwar l-attivitajiet li se 
ji©u organizzati, anke f’G˙awdex.  Nittama li niltaqg˙u 
f’xi wa˙da minnhom!  Min jaf x’inkunu skoprejna iktar 
dwar l-univers sa dakinhar?
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I think every Housewife 
deserves a cheer

Michael Grech
 Since there are many English speaking residents in 
Ghajnsielem, and most of them frequent the band club 
and other local places just as much as any other citizen 
from the village, I thought it’s only fair that we write 
some articles in English in the Band Club’s Annual 
Magazine. By so doing, the English speaking personnel 
can at least find something they can read when they take 
a copy of the magazine to their homes. In the past all the 
articles in the magazine were in Maltese and I’m sure 
that, although some people did not read in Maltese, they 
still took a copy in order to demonstrate their support. 
 Not too long ago I came across an old piece of paper 
with an article that my wife had stashed away in a closet 
somewhere in the house. I asked her why she kept it, and 
she said, “I had it since the first war in Iraq and I find 
peace and comfort in it whenever I feel that I must have 
some encouragement”. This stimulated my desire to share 
it with the readers of this magazine and thought perhaps 
that it might encourage some other people to deal better 
with the pressures they face in today’s society. 
 Raising a family now-a-days requires a lot of hard work 
and sacrifices. Life is becoming a lot hectic and difficult for 
the wife to handle. The things that are necessary to have in 
order to live on day-to-day basis are too expensive already, 
e.g., gas and oil, utilities like water and electricity, car and 
house maintenance, beverages and groceries. The kids, 
as much as they are adorable to have, for some families 
they could also be a major factor for the stress build-up. 
For example: stress on their education; stress on trying to 
maintain strict adherence to their spiritual obligations; stress 
because of their late hours out at night; and unfortunately 
for some, the stress on their alcohol and drug abuse. Even 
from the husband’s perspective, his absence from the house 
due to the fact that he must spend long hours at work in 
order to make ends meet, can accumulate to a lot more 
stress. And in addition to the tough house work, most of the 
wives are currently working outside the house as well.
 Back in the days of 1990, when America was preparing 
for ‘Desert Shield’, which later on, in early 1991, escalated 
into ‘Desert Storm’ and became known as the first war in 
Iraq, a lot of stress was put upon the US Military families, 
especially the military wives. The fact that their husbands 
(soldiers) were about to deploy for war and not having 
any idea if they ever see them again amalgamated a 
lot of confusion among the families and a lot of them 
were incapable of handling  the stressful situation. 
For this reason, someone from the Military Command 
Headquarters decided to distribute an article (which I will 
quote in full hereunder) to the military families dedicated 
to the military wife. I was a soldier myself in those days 
and that’s why my wife happened to have this article 
written on that piece of old paper she had stashed away. 
 The writer’s purpose was to encourage the wives to 
deal with the situation at hand and praise them for their 
hard work, difficulties, and sacrifices which they were 
confronting. The writer’s intuition paid a lot of dividends, 
because shortly after it was published and distributed, many 

were those military wives who 
acknowledged it with praise and 
appreciation. The following is the 
piece of paper I’m talking about:
The military wife deserves a cheer
 The good Lord was creating 
a model for military wives and was into his sixth day of 
overtime when an angel appeared. She said, “Lord, you 
seem to have a lot of trouble with this one. What’s wrong 
with the standard model?”
 The Lord replied, “Have you seen the specs on this 
order? She has to be completely independent, possess the 
qualities of both father and mother, be a perfect hostess to 
four or 40 with an hour’s notice, run on black coffee, handle 
every emergency imaginable without a manual, be able to 
carry on cheerfully, even if she is pregnant and has the flu, 
and she must be willing to move to a new location 10times in 
17 years. And oh, yes, she must have six pairs of hands.”
 The angel shook her head, “Six pairs of hands” No 
Way.”
 The Lord continued, “Don’t worry, we will make 
other military wives to help her. And we will give her an 
unusually strong heart so it can swell with pride in her 
husband’s achievements, sustain the pain of separation, 
beat soundly when it is overworked and tired, and be 
large enough to say, I understand,’ when she doesn’t, 
and say, ‘I love you’,” regardless.
   “Lord,” said the angel, touching his arm gently, “Go to 
bed and get some rest. You can finish this tomorrow.”
 “I can’t stop now,” said the Lord. “I am so close to 
creating something unique. Already this model heals herself 
when she is sick, can put up six unexpected guests for the 
weekend, wave goodbye to her husband from a pier or a 
depot, and understand why it’s important that he leave.”
 The angle circled the model of the military wife, looked 
at it closely and sighed, “It looks fine, but it’s too soft.”
 “She might look soft,” replied the Lord, “but she has 
the strength of a lion. You would not believe what she 
can endure.”
 Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across 
the cheek of the Lord’s creation. “There’s a leak,” she 
announced. “Something is wrong with the construction. 
I am not surprised that it has cracked. You are trying to 
put too much into this model.”
 The Lord appeared offended at the angel’s lack of 
confidence. “What you see is not a leak,” he said. “It’s a tear.”
 “A tear? What is it there for?” asked the angel.
 The Lord replied, “It’s for joy, sadness, pain, 
disappointment, loneliness, pride and a dedication to 
all the values that she and her husband hold dear.”
 “You are a genius!” exclaimed the angel.
 The Lord looked puzzled and replied, “I didn’t put 
it there.”
 Author Unknown. (This article appeared in Ann 
Lander’s syndicated column on Feb. 24, 1991)
 Good health, happiness and “Il Festa it-tajjba” to one 
and all.        
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Ix-Xorti
(Taf tid˙ak u taf taghti bil-˙arta)

Francis Sultana

 Kienet lejla ˙iemda u rΩina, tista’ ssej˙ilha sajfija,  
g˙alkemm Diçembru kien skorra nofsu. Lejla, li xitwa 
mediterranja taf thennina bihom kultant u tant. Is-sema 
g˙adira xintilli maqluba wiççhom ‘l isfel, ilkoll ilebilbu, 
daqqa jiΩdiedu u o˙ra jonqsu, b˙al qishom qed ibennu ‘l 
art li mal-kes˙a qed ixxidd il-libsa ˙adranija tax-xitwa.
            Fuq roqg˙a art b˙al din, f’xaqliba ta’ g˙olja mkenna 
mir-Ri˙ Fuq, nersqu lejn gorbo© b’˙itan tas-sejjie˙, minn 
©ewwa mka˙˙al u mbajjad bil-©ir isfar. Fil-g˙orfa, fuq 
sodda tal-˙adid, Madliena, xebba Ωag˙Ωug˙a, orfni 
minn ommha, g˙adha kif welldet tarbija tifel, iwerΩaq 
u jing˙i, b˙al qisu jrid jidra l-g˙era u l-faqar li bla ma 
ried sab ru˙u fihom.
 Madliena kienet xebba fel˙ana, bint il-bdiewa, 
imdorrija tmidd idejha fix-xog˙ol tar-razzett. Kellha 
sura kemxejn godlija, wiççha jtajjar in-nar, b’g˙ajnejn 
suwed qishom Ωew© g˙enbiet tal-©ellewΩa, b’xag˙arha 
m©ieg˙ed, ukoll iswed tuta. Ikollna ng˙idu, li t-tifsila ta’ 
suritha flimkien ma’ xag˙arha wirtithom minn missierha 
RuΩar, g˙ax hekk kien mibni r-ra©el, waqt li g˙ajnejha, 
u dak il-˙alq çkejken, li bilkemm kien jesa’s-saff snien 
ta’ ©o fih, ©abithom minn g˙and ommha. Ommha 
Manwela kienet mietet wara marda tassew qasira, 
hekk kif Madlien bdiet titlie˙aq. Qabel mietet, dawn 
kienu l-preçiΩi kelmiet li lissnet Manwela, lil bintha u 
lil Ωew©ha:
  “Jiddispjaçini, mhux g˙ax se n˙alli d-dinja, imma 
g˙ax miniex se nibqa’ mieg˙ek fl-a˙jar Ωmien ta’ ̇ ajtek, 
g˙aΩiΩa binti, Madlien.”  RuΩar u Madliena sabbruha 
kif setg˙u billi wrewha li xorta ser tibqa’ tara x’qed ji©ri 
minn hemm fuq! U hekk bexxqet g˙ajnejha, mejlet kemm 
kemm rasha fuq ix-xellug, u telqet bi tbissima ̇ elwa fuq 
wiççha, tiltaqa’ mal-Óallieq.
 Madliena kienet tg˙in lil missierha, RuΩar, 
billi tag˙lef u tie˙u ˙sieb il-ftit annimali li kellhom 
fir-razzett: daqs Ωew© tuΩΩani ti©ie© mitluqa qalb 
il-pal tal-bajtar, Ωew© fenkiet jew tlieta, biΩ-Ωrame© 
tag˙hom, nag˙©a u Ωew© mog˙Ωiet.   Ma kienux 
jonqsu xi ˙amimiet ibarqmu fil-barumbara. Madlien 
kienet ukoll ta’ kuljum tlesti l-borma tal-˙axix jew 
minestra g˙aliha u g˙al missierha. Jekk jirnexxu l-btan 
taΩ-Ωrame©, kienet f’xi Óadd jew festa, issajjar wie˙ed 
stuffat. L-o˙rajn jinbieg˙u, flimkien mal-bajd li jin©abar 
mit-ti©ie©  u ma’ l-uçuh tal-g˙alqa, li RuΩar jirnexxilu 
ji©bor bl-g˙araq ta’ ©binu u l-˙idma ta’ idejh, mis-seb˙ 
sad-dlam.
 Darba, f’˙ajjet Madlien da˙al ©uvni belti, li ma’ 
s˙abu kien Ωar dawk in-na˙iet. Kif ra lix-xebba, tafa’ 
g˙ajnejh fuqha, u xtaqha. Re©a’ beda jΩur l-in˙awi wa˙du, 
sa ma rnexxielu jkellimha.  Bdew jiltaqg˙u bil-mo˙bi tax-
xi˙. Madlien malajr ˙abbet lil Klement b’im˙abba safja 
ta’ xebba li ˙asset id-dehxa s˙una ta’ l-ewwel ©uvni li 
qatt resaq lejha. G˙al kuntrarju, Klementinu kien ©a 

daq x’taf tag˙ti l-˙ajja. Hu 
kellu ̇ sibijiet ulterjuri; dawk 
li jikseb xebba ver©ni, biex 
jissodisfa l-passjonijiet bla 
raΩan li kienu xxettlu fih.
 F’qasir Ωmien ©ara li 
©ara. Madlien bdiet ittella’ fil-g˙orfa lit-taparsi ma˙bub 
tag˙ha, Klementinu, waqt li missierha ikun mehdi 
fuq xog˙lu. Da˙let il-kunfidenza u hekk tnissel it-tifel 
Marjanu, li semmejna. Hekk kif Madlien tarrfet lil 
Klement bit-tqala, li ming˙aliha ser tferra˙ lil missier 
il-©did, dan irvella u ra kif fettila mag˙ha. Qabad u 
telaq minn quddiemha jheddidha li t-tort kien tag˙ha 
u li ma jridx jaf biha, u li alla˙ares hi jew missierha 
jg˙addilhom minn mo˙˙hom li jfittxuh, g˙ax it-tnejn 
b’rashom idur!
 RuΩar, mal-bxara sar qisu ljun feroçi u ˙alef li 
jit˙allas mill-©uvni, imma meta ˙asibha sewwa, u dam 
qatig˙ itella’ u jniΩΩel il-keffef tal-miΩen, hekk li taqqab 
mo˙˙u g˙arbiel bl-imsiemer ta’ ˙sibijiet koroh u sbie˙, 
iddeçieda li ma jag˙mel xejn li jifirdu minn bintu u 
miç-çkejken bla ˙tija. Fejn jieklu Ωew©t i˙luq, jieklu 
tlieta, ˙asibha RuΩar, u kollox baqa’ g˙addej b˙al qabel 
Madlien bdiet t˙abrek u tara li t-tarbija, sa fejn u kemm 
tista’, ma jkun jonqosha xejn. G˙amlet f’mo˙˙ha li lil 
Marjanu ttih l-edukazzjoni me˙tie©a u tg˙allmu l-iskola, 
biex ma jkunx b˙alha u b˙al nannuh, li bilkemm kienu 
jafu jaqraw sentenza sempliçi. L-iΩjed li jaslu, b’˙afna 
tqanΩieh, jiffirmaw isimihom fuq sinjal, ming˙ajr ma 
jaqbΩu ‘l barra mill-karta!
 Sa ma tfarfar, Marjanu kien je˙dilha ˙afna mill-˙in 
ta’ kuljum lil ommu, iΩda Madliena, bis-sabar u l-paçenzja, 
kienet tara li ΩΩommu nadif u mitmug˙ tajjeb; imbag˙ad 
b’©irja wa˙da mal-˙in tla˙˙aq mal-borma u l-annimali. 
Meta telaq jimxi kellha biçça xog˙ol iktar iebsa li ma 
jmurx jaqag˙lha t-tara© tas-seta˙ jew fil-©iebja tat-tisqija; 
er˙ilha b’seba’ g˙ajnejn tg˙asses fuqu b˙alma tigra 
tg˙asses fuq il-©riewa tag˙ha. G˙ax, kien jg˙id missierha: 
“Tfal u bhejjem, g˙ali dejjem.” Óajjet Madlien u RuΩar, 
g˙alkemm b’iΩjed xog˙ol u strapazz kienet saret wa˙da 
ta’ fer˙ u kuntentizza, jaraw lil Marjanu jikber quddiem 
g˙ajnejhom, speçjalment meta semg˙uh igerwel hekk 
kmieni, u ndunaw li se jkun tifel intelli©enti.
 Kienu ©ranet ta’ emozzjonijiet m˙allta meta g˙all-
ewwel darba ommu ˙aditu l-iskola, li malajr g˙o©bitu 
lil Marjanu, g˙ax dara jag˙milha ma’ tfal b˙alu li 
sata’ jilg˙ab u jag˙mel ˙bieb mag˙hom. Kemm fera˙ 
meta ˙a sehem fil-pa©ent tal-Milied! Libbsuh ta’ tfajjel 
ra˙˙al, b’˙arufa bbalzmata f’idejh, biex hekk kif jid˙ol 
fil-grotta jersaq lejn Ìesu’ Bambin u jg˙idlu: “In-nannu, 
il-Ma u jien m’g˙andniex x’nag˙tuk, ̇ lief din il-˙arufa. 
Óa Ωommha! Berikna u ˙u ˙siebna, g˙aΩiΩ, çkejken 
Bambin.” U s˙abu flimkien mal-©enituri jimlew is-sala 
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tal-iskola b’çapçip qawwi. Marjanu, b’g˙ajnejh jibru, jsir 
an©lu j˙ares lejn is-sema tal-grotta miksi stillel u jiftakar 
fl -istorja li ommu kienet ittennilu; li hekk kien is-sema 
meta twieled hu. 
 Mhux darba u tnejn kien jehda, tard flg˙axija, 
jg˙arrex il-kwiekeb, u f’qalbu jixtieq li jista’ jitla’ ̇ dejhom, 
u forsi jmiss wa˙da minnhom. Ta’ tfajjel li kien, kien 
ja˙sibhom xi bozoz Ωg˙ar b˙al dawk li nΩejnu bihom 
it-twieqi u s-si©ra tal-Milied, f’dak iΩ-Ωmien g˙aΩiΩ.
 L-ikbar sodisfazzjon g˙al Madliena u missierha 
RuΩar kien meta t-tfajjel Marjanu g˙amel il-Preçett, jew 
a˙jar l-Ewwel Tqarbina. Ìieg˙lu lil tar-ritratti ji©bidlu 
kemm il-ritratt biex jibqg˙u tifkira. Óadilhom kemm 
jimlew iΩjed minn album! Stiednu lit-tfal s˙abu g˙al 
festin fi r-razzett u ma ng˙idlekx kemm fer˙u u qabΩu 
meta sabu ru˙hom f’dik il-wesg˙a art ta˙t l-g˙olja 
mkenna mir-Ri˙ Fuq, u kemm ˙adu gost imellsu Ω-
Ωrame©, jag˙lfu xi troffa silla lin-nag˙©a u ‘l-mog˙oΩ, 
jew ji©ru xi ©irja wara xi ti©ie©a ta˙t il-pal tal-bajtar.
 G˙adda Ω-Ωmien u Madlien dejjem t˙ammem 
u ta˙seb kif Marjanu jista’jimxi  ‘l quddiem fl -iskola, 
g˙ax riedet tag˙mel minnu ra©el fuq l-ir©iel. Imma, 
jg˙id il-Malti: Il-bniedem jipproponi u Alla jiddisponi! 
Madlien qatt ma setg˙et tinteba˙ bis-s˙aba sewda, 
sewda, li kienet bdiet tin©emg˙a fuq l-orizzont ta’ 
˙ajjitha. Marjanu kien tifel mo˙˙u jtih u bil-g˙aqal. 
Dejjem minn ta’ quddiem fi l-klassi u qajla kien ikollhom 
g˙ax iwiddbuh, kemm ommu kif ukoll l-g˙alliema, g˙ax 
tassew kien tifel eΩemplari.
 B˙al sajjetta li tfaqqa’ fi l-bnazzi u t-tkarwita li 
ta˙sdek warajha, hekk in˙asdu  l-omm u n-nannu ta’ 
Marjanu meta beda j˙ossu ma jifl a˙x. G˙ad li kien jorqod 
biΩΩejjed, xorta beda jisba˙ g˙ajjien. Beda jnaqqas mill-
aptit u qajla jduq milli tlestilu ommu. Madlien imliet ras 
daqsiex u kellha mitt ra©un. Kelmitlu iΩjed minn tabib 
wie˙ed u ̇ aditu g˙al ̇ afna testijiet medikali. Dak li qatt 
ma bassret se˙˙! IrriΩulta li Marjanu kellu l-lukemja. 
Kellu jg˙addi bosta ©ranet, ©img˙at u sa˙ansitra xhur 

l-isptar. G˙amlulu l-Kimo Terapija, bl-effetti kollha li 
©©ib mag˙ha, IΩda ma ˙admitx wisq fuqu. Il-professur 
lil Madlien taha ftit xhur ta’ ̇ ajja g˙al Marjanu, u f’kemm 
ilna ng˙idu nbala’
 Madlien qatt ma fdatu lil binha f’dawk l-a˙˙ar jiem. 
Hu kien iridha thennu u tirrakontalu fuq is-sema mimli 
kwiekeb u li issa se jkun jista’ jmisshom! Mhux talli hekk, 
talli Ìesu’ Bambin kien se jibdlu fi  stilla tleqq, tiddi u 
tilma, u ser ipo©©ieh eΩatt fuq l-g˙orfa tar-razzett tan-
nannu RuΩar, fejn twieled, biex fl g˙axijiet hi u n-nannu 
joqog˙du j˙arsu lejh fi s-sema, u hu jmisshom bid-dawl 
teptiepi tieg˙u.
 Hekk ©ara. Marjanu mar igawdi lil Ìesu’ bambin, 
u ommu u n-nannu kienu jifl u s-smewwiet u jist˙ajlu 
li wa˙da mill-kwiekeb kienet tassew ru˙ Marjanu, 
tiddi tilma fuq ir-razzett, iΩda mhux g˙al tul ta’ Ωmien. 
Madlien ma setg˙et qatt i©©erra˙ il-mewt ta’ binha f’eta 
hekk tenera, u mietet qasir il-g˙omor. RuΩar, issa li ©ie 
wa˙du, l-g˙ali kompla keddu u xej˙u u ma damx ma 
ssie˙eb ma’ bintu u nepputieh.
 Ir-razzett ta’ RuΩar waqa’ f’idejn xi werrieta li  
malajr g˙amluh fl us ma’ kumpanija tax-xiri u bejg˙ ta’ 
artijiet. Issa bil-permessi me˙tie©a ©a mwa˙˙la mal-˙ajt, 
qed jistenna xi galantom jo˙ro© l-eluf biex jittrasformah 
f’villa ara wiççek, bis-swimming pool u kulma jmur 
mag˙ha.
 Marjanu, l-istilla tag˙na, se jibqa’ jteptep u jiddi 
fl -ilma tal-pool, did-darba bla ˙add ma jag˙ti kasu, 
g˙ax ˙add m’g˙adu jiftakru. Imma hu xorta fer˙an 
g˙ax jinsab mag˙qud m’ommu u ma nannuh, jitolbu 
lil Ìesu’ jid˙ol g˙al Klementinu, missieru, biex ifi ttex 
jibdel ˙ajtu, jag˙raf l-iΩbalji tieg˙u u jindem, biex hekk 
ikun jista’ jing˙aqad mag˙hom, ̇ alli jkunu familja s˙i˙a 
tgawdi ‘l Alla l-Missier, li tahom l-g˙ixien fi d-dinja tal-
bnedmin. 
 In˙alli lilek, semmieg˙ jew qarrej, ti©©udika jekk ix-
Xorti, lil RuΩar, lil Madlien u lit-tfajjel Marjanu, tathomx 
bil-˙arta jew forsi da˙kitilhom!       
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Ûmien ir-Rebbieg˙a
 

Kitba ta’ Mathea Vassallo - Bandista Clarino 1mo
Meta individwu jasal fil-faΩi msej˙a puberta’ u jibda 
l-adoloxxenza jkun qed joqrob biex jibda l-˙ajja 
Ωag˙Ωug˙a. F’dan l-istadju bla dubju ta’ xejn li Ω-Ωmien 
huwa aktar zokkor milli morr.
 
Normalment, wie˙ed ikun jissejja˙ Ωag˙Ωug˙ meta jkun 
bejn l-eta’ ta’ sittax –il sena.  Óafna drabi matul din l-eta’, 
il-bniedem jibda j˙ossu li jrid ikun indipendenti kemm 
jista’ jkun. Jibda jqatta’ aktar ˙in ma’ s˙abu u aktar ˙in 
barra. Jista’ jkun li jibdew jiffurmaw gruppi ta’ pressjoni; 
fejn iΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙ jiltaqg˙u flimkien u bejniethom 
jesprimu l-opinjonijiet tag˙hom. F’dawn il-gruppi ta’ 
pressjoni tista’ tg˙id li Ω-Ωg˙aΩag˙ ji©u wkoll affettwati 
minn xulxin.
 
G˙alhekk kull Ωag˙Ωug˙/a  g˙andu joqg˙od attent 
fuq is-sa˙˙a fiΩika u morali tieg˙u; ji©ifieri li jkun jaf 
jag˙Ωel bejn it-tajjeb u l-˙aΩin. Sfortunatament ˙afna 
Ωg˙aΩag˙ jaqg˙u f’˙afna vizzji ming˙ajr ma jindunaw. 
Dawn il-vizzji jisfrattaw iΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙ milli jkollhom 
sa˙˙a fiΩikament, psikolo©ikament u moralment tajba. 
EΩempji ta’ dawn il-vizzji huma t-tipjip, l-alko˙ol u aktar 
gravi id-droga li hija element b’sa˙˙itha kontra s-sa˙˙a u 
d-dinjita’ tag˙na Ω-Ωg˙aΩag˙. G˙aΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙ hija arma 
ferm perikoluΩa g˙ax wie˙ed façli ˙afna jaqa’ jekk ma 
jkollux tag˙lim u valuri soda. Il-famuΩ qawl Malti jg˙id 
li “min jilg˙ab man-nar jin˙araq”.

 
M a  n i s t g ˙ u x 
ng˙idu li mal-˙ajja 
Ωag˙Ωug˙a huwa 
biss assoçjat in-
negattiv, u li mal-
˙aΩin g˙andu je˙el 
it-taj jeb. Huma 
˙afna Ω-Ωg˙aΩag˙ 
Maltin li jag˙mlu 
e s p e r j e n z a  t a ’ 
xog˙ol volontarju 
biex iferr˙u li l 

˙addie˙or u fl-istess ˙in jifir˙u 
huma wkoll. Bl-g˙ajnuna ta’ 
xog˙ol volontarju Ω-Ωg˙aΩag˙ 
i˙ossuhom aktar maturi, kif ukoll 
jiffurmaw karattru u personalita’ 
aktar fis-sod.
 
Tajjeb li nsemmu li meta jkun f’eta’ Ωag˙Ωug˙a wie˙ed 
ifittex li jkun ma˙bub minn xi persuna li tkun tog˙©bu 
jew tog˙©obha. Hija xi ˙a©a normali u tajba g˙ax f’dan 
l-istadju wie˙ed ikun irid jg˙arbel sewwa dak li huwa 
be˙siebu jag˙mel fil-©ejjieni, g˙alkemm li wie˙ed, pero’, 
ma jkunx çert bl-g˙aΩliet tieg˙u. Fl-idea tieg˙i l-g˙adu 
ewlieni taΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙ hija t-tentazzjoni. Hija element li 
jista’ jfixkel wkoll sa˙ansitra li jista’ jfarrak personalita’ 
Ωag˙Ωug˙a. Mhux bilfors imma wie˙ed jista’ jaqa’ 
g˙alihom façilment. M’hemmx bΩonn noqg˙od insemmi 
x’jistg˙u jkunu dawn it-tentazzjonijiet; g˙alhekk wie˙ed 
bit-tag˙lim li jirçievi kemm soçjali u spiritwali; billi 
jag˙Ωel il-moral tieg˙u, g˙andu jΩomm sod. Ûag˙Ωug˙/a 
eΩemplari huwa li tkun taf tg˙id ‘le’ g˙al dak li huwa 
˙aΩin.
 
Meta wie˙ed ikun qed jg˙ix il-˙ajja Ωag˙Ωug˙a ma 
jfissirx li jrid jag˙mel kif jaqbillu, ji©ifieri jikser il-li©i, 
jg˙id kliem mhux xieraq u jag˙milha tal-‘bully’ u ̇ afna 
affarijiet o˙ra. Trid tqis li g˙ada pitg˙ada Ω-Ωg˙aΩag˙ 
ta’ llum se jkunu l-futur tas-soçjetà Maltija. Ûag˙Ωug˙ 
veru tfisser li inti t˙addan it-tag˙lim utli li inti tg˙allimt 
matul iΩ-Ωog˙rija(tfulija) tieg˙ek u tibqa’ tibni fuq dan 
il-pedament biex aktar ‘l quddiem tkun adult ta’ xempju 
sod.
 
Nistg˙u nqabblu Ωmien iΩ-Ωog˙Ωija maΩ-Ωmien tar-
rebbieg˙a. In-natura f’dan iΩ-Ωmien tag˙tina kemm 
©ranet ta’ maltemp kif ukoll ©ranet ta’ bnazzi. Hekk ukoll 
Ωmien iΩ-Ωog˙Ωija jag˙tina kemm il-problemi tal-˙ajja, 
li huwa Ωmien il-maltemp u kemm iΩ-Ωmien is-sabi˙, li 
huma l-©ranet bnazzi. 

 17/07/2008
 

“Melbourne House,” 
Skapuççina Street,

Ûebbu©
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Torri jew Bandiera?
Robert Grima Bandist Althorn

Torri jew Bandiera? Xi jfissru? Ovjament , fis-sens litterali 
hemm bajaqsam fid-definizjoni tag˙hom. Pero’, dawn 
nistg˙u façilment nqabbluhom mal-˙ajja personali 
tag˙na. Kif?

Nag˙tu ˙arsa lura lejn Ωmien missirjietna, wie˙ed 
jinnota li l-irwol prinçipali ta’ kull torri fuq dawn it-tlett 
gΩejjer Ωg˙ar, kien li jipprote©i in-nies tal-gΩira mill-
g˙adu. Huma mibinijin b’seng˙a kbira - sodi biΩΩejjed 
biex jikkumbattu kull g˙aw©. Mill-banda l-o˙ra, il-
bandiera hija o©©ett dg˙ajjef li tixxengel ma kull ri˙. 
B’hekk nistg˙u ng˙idu, li il-bandiera hi ming˙ajr poter u 
tmur fejn jimxi il-kurrent. Jekk wie˙ed joqg˙od jirrifletti, 
malajr jinduna kif dawn jistg˙u façilment inqabluhom 
mal-˙ajja personali ta’ kull wie˙ed u wa˙da minna. 
Wie˙ed g˙andu mnejn jsaqsi lilu innifsu:
Fis-sitwazzjonijet li niltaqa mag˙hom, kif nirrea©ixxi? 
B˙ala Torri jew b˙al bandiera?

L-ewwel ippermettuli billi nibda biex inqabbel dawn it-
tnejn ma’ karattru fil-bibbja. Qed nirreferi g˙al Santu Wistin. 
Fil-bidu ta’ ˙ajtu, Santu Wistin kien b˙al bandiera li mexa 
mal-kurrent u waqa’ f’vizzji koroh. Pero’, hu g˙araf il-passi 
Ωbaljati li kien miexi fihom. Spiçça biex qal Si isti et illi cur 
non ego?, li bil-Malti ifissru ”Jekk dawk u dawn, jiena 
g˙aliex le?“. Wara ˙afna kumbattimenti, irnexxielu jirba˙ 
lilu innifsu. Filfatt, Santu Wistin sar saçerdot, Isqof,dottur 
tal-knisja kif ukoll qaddis. Dan il-qaddis huwa eΩempju 
g˙al dawk kollha li g˙addejjin minn mumenti diffiçli u li 
b˙al Santu Wistin jistg˙u jer©g˙u jsiru b˙al torri sod.  

Huma ̇ afna dawk li l-karattru tag˙hom huwa b˙al bandiera 
li ma jafux jg˙idu le g˙al vizzji koroh li jistg˙u jevitaw. Minix 
nipponta subg˙ajja g˙aΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙ biss. Kull individwu 

irid jirrefletti fih innifsu u jevalwa 
lilu innifsu. Ikkolli nammetti illi 
a˙na iΩ-Ωg˙aΩag˙, sfortunatament 
iktar a˙na fid-dmir li nag˙mlu 
dan l-ezerçizzju peress li a˙na 
iktar qeg˙din su©©ett g˙all-©lieda 
kontinwa kontra l-istinti qawwija 
li jinsabu fina. Óajjitna hija b˙al tellieqa ta’ l-iskier g˙an-
nizla. Wie˙ed ikollu bΩonn ta’ training b˙al lis-skier li meta 
jinduna li jkun hemm xi periklu quddiem, ikun kapaçi 
jag˙mel ‘telmach’ u jieqaf sod b˙al qisu xi statwa soda. Gwaj 
g˙alih jekk qabel ma ttrenjax g˙al xi periklu eventwali.  
 
Jien nemmen illi il-karattru ta’ kull wie˙ed u wa˙da 
minna ji©i msawwar minn meta inkunu g˙adna Ωg˙ar. 
G˙alhekk in˙oss li l-©enituri huma fid-dmir li jibnu il-
karattru ta’ uliedhom fuq pedamenti sodi biex meta jsiru 
individwi indipendenti, ikunu kapaçi jg˙idu “Le” meta 
j˙ossu li g˙andhom jg˙idu “Le“ u b’hekk ikunu sodi b˙al 
torri li ma jdurx ma kull ri˙. Barraminhekk, nemmen ukoll 
li min ikollu intenzjoni g˙aqlija u bla ma taqta’, minkejja 
forsi xi waqa’, u jinqeda bil-mezzi tradizzjonali li dejjem 
g˙almittna l-knisja, Ωgur jasal biex jg˙id “tandem Felix” 
li bil-Malti tfisser “fl-a˙˙ar ninsab kuntent”. 

Fil-fehma tieg˙i, qatt mhu tard wisq biex minn bandiera 
insiru b˙al torri li jirreΩisti kull eventwalita’. Nemmen 
li bi sforz u rieda nil˙qu dak li hu mixtieq. Kul˙add 
jg˙ix f’ba˙ar wie˙ed u kul˙add hu su©©ett g˙al l-
iΩball. Pero’, qabel fuq kollox wie˙ed irid jammeti 
bl-iΩball li jkun wettaq u jkun lest li jsewwi l-˙sarat 
li jkun ikkawΩa. Fl-a˙˙ar mill-a˙˙ar nemmen li qatt 
m’g˙andna naqg˙tu qalbna g˙ax dan hu is-sigriet 
ewlieni biex nirnexxu!

Debono Bakery 
& Pizzeria

Tel: 2155 2520
Mob: 9982 3695
        99229091
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Grazzi mill-qalb! 
Lil Peppi Grima u Kelinu Azzopardi li g˙amlu diversi 
xog˙olijiet fir-rinovazzjoni tal-Kamra tal-Kumitat 
ming˙ajr ebda ˙las.

Lil Pawlu Azzopardi u Fredu Xuereb li jag˙mlu 
˙afna x-xog˙ol ta’ manutenzjoni ming˙ajr ebda ˙las. 
Grazzi wkoll lil Loreto Mifsud u ÌuΩeppi Sultana li 
dejjem nsibuhom lesti biex jg˙inu fejn jid˙ol xog˙ol ta’ 
Ωebg˙a. 

Lil Kumitat tan-Nisa speçjalment lil Asmelia Sciberras, 
Sunta Grech u Lucy Grima g˙al attivitajiet ta’ 
fundraising li ta’ kull gimg˙a jorganiΩΩaw. 

Lil Mabbli Xuereb u Pawlu Xuereb li kull nhar ta’ Sibt 
jkunu preΩenti g˙al-High Teas u Tombla.

Lil Loreto Galea tal-paçençja li jie˙u sabiex ta’ kull 
©img˙a javΩa lil Bandisti kollha bil-kunçerti u servizzi. 
Ta min jsemmi wkoll li Loreto qatt ma falla kunçert f’ 
dawn l-a˙˙ar snin. 

Lin-Nutara Josepha Xuereb li tag˙tina servizz legali 
ming˙ajr ˙las

Toni Galea, Joe Galea u Frankie Debono li jiddedikaw 
˙afna mill-˙in liberu tag˙hom jg˙allmu lill-alljievi u 
bandisti aspiranti. 

Lil ghajnsielem.com li toffrilna servizz ta’ website, email 
u updates ming˙ajr ebda ˙las. 

Dun Karm Cassar li b˙as snin l-img˙oddija kien il-
magna sabiex din il-pubblikazzjoni tkun suççess.

Lil Bandist ÌuΩeppi Cauchi li g˙amel il-proofing ta’ 
aktar minn 40 artiklu g˙al din il-pubblikazzjoni kif wkoll 
tal-fuljett li no˙or©u matul is-sena.

Lil Kunsill Lokali G˙ajnsielem ta’ l-g˙ajnuna li ser 
jag˙tina sabiex l-Open Day u tal-24 t’ Awissu tkun 
suççess. 

Lil dawk kollha li taw id-donazzjoni tag˙hom g˙at-
‘Tile4U’

Lil membri kollha tal-Kumitat EΩekkutiv tas-servizz li 
jag˙tu lil din is-Soçjeta.

Lil Bandisti kollha g˙ad-dedikazzjoni li jag˙tu lil din 
is-Soçjeta u lil G˙ajnsielem

Lil dawk kollha li f’ dawn it-80 Sena taw kontribut 
sabiex l-G˙aqda MuΩikali San ÌuΩepp tkompli mixja 
il-quddiem. 




