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Ghaddiet sena
minn meta ktibt
lI-ewwel kolonna
dwar l-astronomija
ghal din ir-rivista.

U hekk kif poggejt
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b nikteb xi haga ghal

g dinis-sena, l-ewwel

hsieb li ghadda
minn mohhi huwa
proprju kemm
graw avvenimenti
fid-dinja ta’ 1-
astronomija minn
sena 'l hawn!
Dlonk iddecidejt
illi ghandi naqsam maghkom xi ftit minn dawn I-
avvenimenti importanti, kif ukoll naghti daqqa t’ghajn
lejn dawk il-progetti mahsubin ghaz-zmien qarib.
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Nibdew b’Ottubru li ghadda fejn gie mfakkar -hamsin
anniversarju ta’l-era spazjali. Kien proprju f’Ottubru ta’
1-1957 meta r-Russja tefghet fl-ispazju l-ewwel satellita
maghmula mill-bniedem: Sputnik 1. Kien l-ewwel pass
f’sensiela ta’ avvanzi fit-teknologija spazjali li wasslu
ghall-inzul tal-bniedem fuq il-qamar {'Lulju ta” 1-1969.
In-numru ta’satelliti i ttellghu fl-ispazju minn dakinhar
‘Thawn huwa kbir wisq biex tipprova tghoddu. Forsi ftit
tieqfu tahsbu, perd dawn is-satelliti kellhom impatt fuq
il-hajja ta’ kull wiehed u wahda minna. It-trasmissjonijiet
tat-TV, l-internet, it-telefonija cellulari, is-sistema tal-
GPS ghan-navigazzjoni u hafna sistemi ohrajn juzaw
it-teknologija satellitari biex joperaw. Nergghu nsemmu
is-satelliti iktar "il quddiem.

Qabel ma niddiskuti dagsxejn xi
skoperti li sehhew matul ix-xhur
li ghaddew, se ndawwar harsti
lejn Zewg avvenimenti specjali li
wiehed seta’ jara b’ghajnejh minn
mindu harget din ir-rivista sena
ilu. Lejn l-ahhar ta’ Ottubru, il-
kometa li ggib l-isem Holmes bdiet
tespandi minghajr ma kien mistenni
tant 1i bdiet tidher anke minghajr
l-ghajnuna ta’ teleskopji u trombi.
Bl-ghajnejn biss wiehed seta’ jara
lil din il-kometa miexja bil-mod
il-mod minn lejl ghal lejl sakemm
hekk kif kompliet titbieghed u titlef
l-intensita’ taghha. Kien tabilhaqq
avveniment li zamm il-harsa ta’
kull astronomu fuq din il-kometa,
partikolarment minhabba 1-fatt illi

hadd ma’ seta’ jghid prec¢izament x’seta jigri minnha.
Fi Frar, imbaghad, kellna eklissi tal-qamar, ghalkemm
il-gurnata kienet kemmxejn imsahhba u ma gawdejniex
dan il-fenomenu dags kemm stajna.

Issa ejja nghaddu biex naraw x’sirna nafu iktar dwar
l-univers li jdawwarna. Nibda’ biex naghmilha cara illi
li kieku kellna nelenkaw kull skoperta li saret fix-xhur
li ghaddew, ikollna bizzejjed materjal biex niktbu ktieb
shih. Ghalhekk se naghzel biss xi whud mill-iskoperti
li l-iktar gibdu interess. Nibda’ billi nghid illi n-numru
ta’” pjaneti misjuba jduru madwar stilel ohrajn kompla
jizdied. B’hekk, s’issa nafu b’iktar minn mitejn u sebghin
pjaneta jorbitaw ma’ stilel ohrajn, u qed johrog car illi
huwa probabbli hafna li1-galassja taghna hija mizghuda
bi pjaneti.

Kellna ukoll is-satellita tan-NASA Messenger li intbaghtet
biex torbita l-eqreb pjaneta lejn ix-xemx — Merkurju
(illi fil-Mitologija Rumana kien il-messaggier tal-allat;
huwa ghal din ir-raguni li s-satellita giet moghtija l-isem
Messenger). F'Jannar li ghadda, din is-satellita qorbot
lejn il-pjaneta u bdiet tibghat immagini dettaljati ta’ din
il-pjaneta, sahansitra tan-naha illi konna ghadna qatt ma
rajna qabel. Din is-satellita qieghda tghin lill-astronomi
jifhmu ahjar 1-geologija u l-atmosfera ta’ din il-pjaneta.
Fl-ahhar jum ta’ Lulju kellna l-konferma finali li fuq
Mars hemm l-ilma forma ta’ silg. Is-sonda robotika
tan-NASA Phoenix hadet kampjun ta’ hamrija minn
fuq il-wi¢c ta’ din il-pjaneta u sabet saff ta’ silg meta
haffret zewg pulzieri fond. L-evidenza ghall-prezenza
ta’ l-ilma fuq Mars kienet ilha tezisti, perd din kienet il-
konferma finali. Wiehed mix-xjenzati principali ta’ din
il-missjoni stqarr illi d-dettalji u l-patterns li hemm fuq
l-art juru li t-terren huwa ddominat minn silg. Kellna
imbaghad spekulazzjonijiet godda
dwar iz-zewg fenomeni skuri ta’
l-univers: dwar l-hekk maghrufa
Dark Energy li hija forza misterjuza
li apparentament ged tikkawza lill-
univers jespandi b’rata accellerata,
kif ukoll dwar id-Dark Matter,
sustanza invizibbli fl-univers li hija
hafna iktar abbundnati mill-materjal
ordinarju. (B’materjal ordinarju
nifhmu l-materjal 1li maghmulin
minnu l-galassji, il-pjaneti, inti u
jiena.) Studju iehor jipproponi li
danid-Dark Matter seta’ipproduca
oggetti strambi fil-passat ta’l-univers
—oggetti maghrufin bhala Dark Stars.
Rajna ukoll l-isforz tal-kosmologi
biex jithmu regjun vojt fl-univers li
huwa wiesa 'l fuq minn biljun sena
dawl (jigifieri tant huwa regjun vast,



illi d-dawl jiehu biljun sena biex jasal minn tarf sa iehor).
Dan huwa regjun assolutament vojt, sew mill-materjal
ordinarju kif ukoll mid-Dark Matter li semmejna hawn
fuq. Saru ukoll osservazzjonijiet ta” galassji illi tant
huma imbieghda illi d-dawl taghhom ilu gej minn meta
l-univers kien ghad ghandu biss 500 miljun sena (jigifieri
ged naraw galassji li ezistew meta l-univers kellu biss
500 miljun sena). Nisthajjilkom ged tistaqsu, “Mela
kemm ghandu zmien l-univers?” Ghandu tassew eta
kbira — 13.7 biljun sena! Nixtieq kieku kelli I-ispazju
biex nipprova infiehmkom kif filfatt tigi ikkalkulata
l-eta ta’ I-univers, izda ghad irrid inkellimkom dwar xi
whud mill-missjonijiet spazjali u esperimenti xjentifici
li se jsiru matul ix-xhur 1i gejjin.

L-ewwelnett, kulhadd qged jistenna illi jinxteghel il-Large
Hadron Collider f’Geneva. Dan huwa progett li l-ispiza
totali fuqu kapaci tlahhagq ‘il fuq minn sitt biljun ewro.
F'dan il-progett, se jsiru kollizjonijiet bejn particelli, u
jigu ikkreati ghal mumenti qosra I-kundizzjonijiet li
ezistew frazzjoni zghira ta’ sekonda wara I-bidu ta’ 1-
univers. Permezz ta’ dan il-progett, hemm possibilta li
nsiru nafu iktar dwar id-Dark Matter u d-Dark Energy
li semmejna hawn fuq. Hemm ¢ans ukoll li jigu kkreati
black holes zghar (black holes huma oggetti massivi illi
l-gibda gravitazzjonali taghhom hija tant qawwija illi
jigbdu kollox lejhom, sahansitra d-dawl innifsu). Hemm
hafna affarijiet ohra marbutin ma’ dan il-progett illi nista’
nsemmi, pero l-ispazju ma jippermettilix.
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F1-2008, b’kollox se jkunu ttellghu mill-inqas madwar
ghaxar satelliti xjentifici godda biex jistudjaw l-univers ta’
madwarna. Is-satellita Messenger li semmejna hawn fuq
hija mistennija terga’ torbita I-pjaneta Merkurju f’Ottubru
li gej. Fl-istess xahar, se tintbaghat is-satellita imsejha
Lunar Reconaissance Orbiter — li ser iddur madwar
il-qamar u tipprepara mapep dettaljati biex jghinu
fl-esplorazzjoni tal-qamar mill-bniedem fil-futur. Se
jkompli x-xoghol fuq I-Istazzjon Spazjali Internazzjonali
li ged jinbena fl-ispazju stess. Hemm hafna progetti
ohrajn li se jistudjaw suggetti li jvarjaw mix-xemx sa
l-asterojdi u l-formazzjoni ta’ stilel u galassji.

U hekk kif gieghed nerga” insemmi 1-galassji, proprju
gieghed nikteb dan I-artiklu minn gewwa d-dipartiment
tal-Astrofizika fl-Universita ta’ Oxford, l-Ingilterra,
fejn qeghdin nippruvaw nqabblu metodi matematici li
jistghu jintuzaw biex jikklassifikaw il-galassji fl-univers
b’mod awtomatiku. Hekk kif qed joqrob il-hin illi
nigbor hwejgi minn fuq l-iskrivanija u mmur lura lejn
id-dar, imdawwar b’iktar minn mitt astronomu iehor,
ma nistax ma nirrimarkax dwar il-hegga u l-ec¢itament
li nista’ nara hawn madwari biex proprju jigi mifhum
l-univers vast u misterjuz ta’ madwarna. U bl-ammont
ta’informazzjoni li qed niksbu, huwa zmien tassew sabih
biex tippartecipa f’dan is-suggett.

Naghlaq billi nghidilkom illi s-sena d-diehla intom ukoll
se tkunu tistghu tippartecipaw fl-astronomija iktar mis-
soltu, peress li s-sena 2009 se tkun is-sena internazzjonali
ta’ l-astronomija. Intaghzlet proprju din is-sena peress
illi timmarka l-erba’ mitt anniversarju minn meta x-
xjenzat Taljan Galileo Galilei ipponta ghall-ewwel darba
teleskopju lejn is-sema. Naturalment, I-Ghaqda Maltija
tal-Astronomija se tkun qed torganizza avvenimenti
spedjali ghal din l-okkazjoni. Nistedinnkom tidhlu
fil-website tal-ghaqda: www.maltastro.com fejn
ghandkom issibu informazzjoni dwar l-attivitajiet li se
jigu organizzati, anke f"Ghawdex. Nittama li niltaqghu
f’xi wahda minnhom! Min jaf x'inkunu skoprejna iktar
dwar l-univers sa dakinhar?



Festa Madonna ta’ Loreto 2008

Since there are many English speaking residents in
Ghajnsielem, and most of them frequent the band club
and other local places just as much as any other citizen
from the village, I thought it’s only fair that we write
some articles in English in the Band Club’s Annual
Magazine. By so doing, the English speaking personnel
can at least find something they can read when they take
a copy of the magazine to their homes. In the past all the
articles in the magazine were in Maltese and I'm sure
that, although some people did not read in Maltese, they
still took a copy in order to demonstrate their support.

Not too long ago I came across an old piece of paper
with an article that my wife had stashed away in a closet
somewhere in the house. I asked her why she kept it, and
she said, “I had it since the first war in Iraq and I find
peace and comfort in it whenever I feel that I must have
some encouragement”. This stimulated my desire to share
it with the readers of this magazine and thought perhaps
that it might encourage some other people to deal better
with the pressures they face in today’s society.

Raising a family now-a-days requires a lot of hard work
and sacrifices. Life is becoming a lot hectic and difficult for
the wife to handle. The things that are necessary to have in
order to live on day-to-day basis are too expensive already,
e.g., gas and oil, utilities like water and electricity, car and
house maintenance, beverages and groceries. The kids,
as much as they are adorable to have, for some families
they could also be a major factor for the stress build-up.
For example: stress on their education; stress on trying to
maintain strict adherence to their spiritual obligations; stress
because of their late hours out at night; and unfortunately
for some, the stress on their alcohol and drug abuse. Even
from the husband’s perspective, his absence from the house
due to the fact that he must spend long hours at work in
order to make ends meet, can accumulate to a lot more
stress. And in addition to the tough house work, most of the
wives are currently working outside the house as well.

Back in the days of 1990, when America was preparing
for ‘Desert Shield’, which later on, in early 1991, escalated
into ‘Desert Storm” and became known as the first war in
Iraq, a lot of stress was put upon the US Military families,
especially the military wives. The fact that their husbands
(soldiers) were about to deploy for war and not having
any idea if they ever see them again amalgamated a
lot of confusion among the families and a lot of them
were incapable of handling the stressful situation.
For this reason, someone from the Military Command
Headquarters decided to distribute an article (which I will
quote in full hereunder) to the military families dedicated
to the military wife. I was a soldier myself in those days
and that’s why my wife happened to have this article
written on that piece of old paper she had stashed away.

The writer’s purpose was to encourage the wives to
deal with the situation at hand and praise them for their
hard work, difficulties, and sacrifices which they were
confronting. The writer’s intuition paid a lot of dividends,
because shortly after it was published and distributed, many
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were those military wives who
acknowledged it with praise and
appreciation. The following is the
piece of paper I'm talking about: | ""11._ A

The military wife deserves a cheer

The good Lord was creating
a model for military wives and was into his sixth day of
overtime when an angel appeared. She said, “Lord, you
seem to have a lot of trouble with this one. What's wrong
with the standard model?”

The Lord replied, “Have you seen the specs on this
order? She has to be completely independent, possess the
qualities of both father and mother, be a perfect hostess to
four or 40 with an hour’s notice, run on black coffee, handle
every emergency imaginable without a manual, be able to
carry on cheerfully, even if she is pregnant and has the flu,
and she must be willing to move to a new location 10times in
17 years. And oh, yes, she must have six pairs of hands.”

The angel shook her head, “Six pairs of hands” No
Way.”

The Lord continued, “Don’t worry, we will make
other military wives to help her. And we will give her an
unusually strong heart so it can swell with pride in her
husband'’s achievements, sustain the pain of separation,
beat soundly when it is overworked and tired, and be
large enough to say, I understand,” when she doesn’t,
and say, ‘I love you’,” regardless.

“Lord,” said the angel, touching his arm gently, “Go to
bed and get some rest. You can finish this tomorrow.”

“I can’t stop now,” said the Lord. “I am so close to
creating something unique. Already this model heals herself
when she is sick, can put up six unexpected guests for the
weekend, wave goodbye to her husband from a pier or a
depot, and understand why it’s important that he leave.”

The angle circled the model of the military wife, looked
at it closely and sighed, “It looks fine, but it’s too soft.”

“She mightlook soft,” replied the Lord, “but she has
the strength of a lion. You would not believe what she
can endure.”

Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across
the cheek of the Lord’s creation. “There’s a leak,” she
announced. “Something is wrong with the construction.
I am not surprised that it has cracked. You are trying to
put too much into this model.”

The Lord appeared offended at the angel’s lack of
confidence. “What you see is not a leak,” he said. “It’s a tear.”

“A tear? What is it there for?” asked the angel.

The Lord replied, “It’s for joy, sadness, pain,
disappointment, loneliness, pride and a dedication to
all the values that she and her husband hold dear.”

“You are a genius!” exclaimed the angel.

The Lord looked puzzled and replied, “I didn’t put
it there.”

Author Unknown. (This article appeared in Ann
Lander’s syndicated column on Feb. 24, 1991)

Good health, happiness and “Il Festa it-tajjba” to one
and all.




(Taf tidhak u taf taghti bil-harta)

Francis Sultana

Kienet lejla hiemda u rzina, tista’ ssejhilha sajfija,
ghalkemm Di¢embru kien skorra nofsu. Lejla, li xitwa
mediterranja taf thennina bihom kultant u tant. Is-sema
ghadira xintilli maqluba wi¢chom ‘lisfel, ilkoll ilebilbu,
daqqgajizdiedu u ohrajongsu, bhal gishom ged ibennu ‘1
art li mal-kesha ged ixxidd il-libsa hadranija tax-xitwa.

Fuq roqgha artbhal din, f’xaqliba ta’ gholja mkenna
mir-Rih Fuq, nersqu lejn gorbog b’hitan tas-sejjieh, minn
gewwa mkahhal u mbajjad bil-gir isfar. Fil-ghorfa, fuq
sodda tal-hadid, Madliena, xebba zaghzugha, orfni
minn ommbha, ghadha kif welldet tarbija tifel, iwerzaq
u jinghi, bhal qisu jrid jidra l-ghera u l-faqar 1i bla ma
ried sab ruhu fihom.

Madliena kienet xebba felhana, bint il-bdiewa,
imdorrija tmidd idejha fix-xoghol tar-razzett. Kellha
sura kemxejn godlija, wiccha jtajjar in-nar, b’ghajnejn
suwed gishom zewg ghenbiet tal-gellewza, b’xagharha
mgieghed, ukoll iswed tuta. Ikollna nghidu, li t-tifsila ta’
suritha flimkien ma’ xagharha wirtithom minn missierha
Ruzar, ghax hekk kien mibni r-ragel, waqt li ghajnejha,
u dak il-halq ckejken, li bilkemm kien jesa’s-saff snien
ta’ go fih, gabithom minn ghand ommha. Ommha
Manwela kienet mietet wara marda tassew qasira,
hekk kif Madlien bdiet titliechaq. Qabel mietet, dawn
kienu l-precizi kelmiet li lissnet Manwela, lil bintha u
lil zewgha:

“Jiddispja¢ini, mhux ghax se nhalli d-dinja, imma
ghax miniex se nibqa’ mieghek fl-ahjar Zmien ta’ hajtek,
ghaziza binti, Madlien.” Ruzar u Madliena sabbruha
kif setghu billi wrewha li xorta ser tibqa’ tara x’qed jigri
minn hemm fuq! U hekk bexxqet ghajnejha, mejlet kemm
kemm rasha fuq ix-xellug, u telget bi tbissima helwa fuq
wiccha, tiltaga’ mal-Hallieq.

Madliena kienet tghin lil missierha, Ruzar,
billi taghlef u tiehu hsieb il-ftit annimali li kellhom
fir-razzett: daqs zewg tuzzani tigieg mitluga qalb
il-pal tal-bajtar, zewg fenkiet jew tlieta, biz-zrameg
taghhom, naghga u zewg moghziet. Ma kienux
jongsu xi hamimiet ibarqmu fil-barumbara. Madlien
kienet ukoll ta” kuljum tlesti 1-borma tal-haxix jew
minestra ghaliha u ghal missierha. Jekk jirnexxu I-btan
taz-zrameg, kienet f'xi Hadd jew festa, issajjar wiehed
stuffat. L-ohrajn jinbieghu, flimkien mal-bajd li jingabar
mit-tigieg u ma’ l-ucuh tal-ghalqa, li Ruzar jirnexxilu
jigbor bl-gharaq ta’ gbinu u l-hidma ta” idejh, mis-sebh
sad-dlam.

Darba, f’hajjet Madlien dahal guvni belti, li ma’
shabu kien zar dawk in-nahiet. Kif ra lix-xebba, tafa’
ghajnejh fugha, u xtagha. Rega’bedajzur l-inhawi wahdu,
sa ma rnexxielu jkellimha. Bdew jiltaqghu bil-mohbi tax-
xih. Madlien malajr habbet lil Klement b’imhabba safja
ta’ xebba 1i hasset id-dehxa shuna ta’ l-ewwel guvni li
qatt resaq lejha. Ghal kuntrarju, Klementinu kien ga
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daq x’taf taghti I-hajja. Hu
kellu hsibijiet ulterjuri; dawk
li jikseb xebba vergni, biex
jissodisfa l-passjonijiet bla
razan li kienu xxettlu fih.

F’qasir zmien gara li
gara. Madlien bdiet ittella’ fil-ghorfa lit-taparsi mahbub
taghha, Klementinu, waqt li missierha ikun mehdi
fuq xoghlu. Dahlet il-kunfidenza u hekk tnissel it-tifel
Marjanu, li semmejna. Hekk kif Madlien tarrfet lil
Klement bit-tqala, li minghaliha ser tferrah lil missier
il-¢did, dan irvella u ra kif fettila maghha. Qabad u
telaq minn quddiemha jheddidha li t-tort kien taghha
u li ma jridx jaf biha, u li allahares hi jew missierha
jghaddilhom minn mohhhom li jfittxuh, ghax it-tnejn
b’rashom idur!

Ruzar, mal-bxara sar qisu ljun feroci u halef li
jithallas mill-guvni, imma meta hasibha sewwa, u dam
qatigh itella’ u jnizzel il-keffef tal-mizen, hekk li tagqab
mohhu gharbiel bl-imsiemer ta” hsibijiet koroh u sbieh,
iddecieda li ma jaghmel xejn li jifirdu minn bintu u
mic-ckejken bla htija. Fejn jieklu zewgt ihlug, jieklu
tlieta, hasibha Ruzar, u kollox baqa’ ghaddej bhal qabel
Madlien bdiet thabrek u tara li t-tarbija, sa fejn u kemm
tista’, ma jkun jonqosha xejn. Ghamlet f'mohhha li lil
Marjanu ttih I-edukazzjoni mehtiega u tghallmu l-iskola,
biex ma jkunx bhalha u bhal nannuh, 1i bilkemm kienu
jafu jagraw sentenza semplici. L-izjed li jaslu, b’hafna
tqanzieh, jiffirmaw isimihom fuq sinjal, minghajr ma
jagbzu ‘1 barra mill-karta!

Sa ma tfarfar, Marjanu kien jehdilha hafna mill-hin
ta’kuljum lil ommu, izda Madliena, bis-sabar u l-pacenzja,
kienet tara li zzommu nadif u mitmugh tajjeb; imbaghad
b’girja wahda mal-hin tlahhaq mal-borma u l-annimali.
Meta telaq jimxi kellha bi¢¢a xoghol iktar iebsa li ma
jmurx jagaghlha t-tarag tas-setah jew fil-giebja tat-tisqija;
erhilha b’seba’ ghajnejn tghasses fuqu bhalma tigra
tghasses fuq il-griewa taghha. Ghax, kien jghid missierha:
“Tfal u bhejjem, ghali dejjem.” Hajjet Madlien u Ruzar,
ghalkemm b’izjed xoghol u strapazz kienet saret wahda
ta’ ferh u kuntentizza, jaraw lil Marjanu jikber quddiem
ghajnejhom, spec¢jalment meta semghuh igerwel hekk
kmieni, u ndunaw li se jkun tifel intelligenti.

Kienu granet ta’ emozzjonijiet mhallta meta ghall-
ewwel darba ommu haditu l-iskola, li malajr ghogbitu
lil Marjanu, ghax dara jaghmilha ma’ tfal bhalu li
sata’ jilghab u jaghmel hbieb maghhom. Kemm ferah
meta ha sehem fil-pagent tal-Milied! Libbsuh ta’ tfajjel
rahhal, b’harufa bbalzmata f’idejh, biex hekk kif jidhol
fil-grotta jersaq lejn Gesu’ Bambin u jghidlu: “In-nannu,
il-Ma u jien m’ghandniex x'naghtuk, hlief din il-harufa.
Ha zommbha! Berikna u hu hsiebna, ghaziz, ckejken
Bambin.” U shabu flimkien mal-genituri jimlew is-sala
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tal-iskola b’ cap¢ip qawwi. Marjanu, b’ghajnejh jibru, jsir
anglu jhares lejn is-sema tal-grotta miksi stillel u jiftakar
fl-istorja li ommu kienet ittennilu; 1i hekk kien is-sema
meta twieled hu.

Mhux darba u tnejn kien jehda, tard flghaxija,
jgharrex il-kwiekeb, u f’qalbu jixtieq li jista’jitla’ hdejhom,
u forsi jmiss wahda minnhom. Ta’ tfajjel li kien, kien
jahsibhom xi bozoz zghar bhal dawk li nzejnu bihom
it-twieqi u s-sigra tal-Milied, f’dak iz-zmien ghaziz.

L-ikbar sodisfazzjon ghal Madliena u missierha
Ruzar kien meta t-tfajjel Marjanu ghamel il-Precett, jew
ahjar I-Ewwel Tqarbina. Gieghlu lil tar-ritratti jigbidlu
kemm il-ritratt biex jibqghu tifkira. Hadilhom kemm
jimlew izjed minn album! Stiednu lit-tfal shabu ghal
festin fir-razzett u ma nghidlekx kemm ferhu u qabzu
meta sabu ruhhom f’dik il-wesgha art taht 1-gholja
mkenna mir-Rih Fug, u kemm hadu gost imellsu z-
zrameg, jaghlfu xi troffa silla lin-naghga u ‘I-moghoz,
jew jigru xi girja wara xi tigiega taht il-pal tal-bajtar.

Ghadda z-zmien u Madlien dejjem thammem
u tahseb kif Marjanu jista’jimxi ‘l quddiem fl-iskola,
ghax riedet taghmel minnu ragel fuq l-irgiel. Imma,
jghid il-Malti: Il-bniedem jipproponi u Alla jiddisponi!
Madlien qatt ma setghet tintebah bis-shaba sewda,
sewda, li kienet bdiet tingemgha fuq l-orizzont ta’
hajjitha. Marjanu kien tifel mohhu jtih u bil-ghagqal.
Dejjem minn ta’ quddiem fil-klassi u qajla kien ikollhom
ghaxiwiddbuh, kemm ommu kif ukoll I-ghalliema, ghax
tassew kien tifel ezemplari.

Bhal sajjetta li tfaqqa’ fil-bnazzi u t-tkarwita li
tahsdek warajha, hekk inhasdu l-omm u n-nannu ta’
Marjanu meta beda jhossu majiflahx. Ghad li kien jorqod
bizzejjed, xorta beda jisbah ghajjien. Beda jnaqqas mill-
aptit u qajla jduq milli tlestilu ommu. Madlien imliet ras
dagsiex u kellha mitt ragun. Kelmitlu izjed minn tabib
wiehed u haditu ghal hafna testijiet medikali. Dak i qatt
ma bassret sehh! Irrizulta li Marjanu kellu I-lukemja.
Kellu jghaddi bosta granet, gimghat u sahansitra xhur

l-isptar. Ghamlulu 1-Kimo Terapija, bl-effetti kollha li
g¢ib maghha, Izda ma hadmitx wisq fuqu. Il-professur
lil Madlien taha ftit xhur ta’ hajja ghal Marjanu, u f’kemm
ilna nghidu nbala’

Madlien qatt ma fdatu lil binha f’dawk l-ahhar jiem.
Hu kien iridha thennu u tirrakontalu fuq is-sema mimli
kwiekeb u li issa se jkun jista’ jmisshom! Mhux talli hekk,
talli Gesu’ Bambin kien se jibdlu fi stilla tleqq, tiddi u
tilma, u ser ipoggieh ezatt fuq l-ghorfa tar-razzett tan-
nannu Ruzar, fejn twieled, biex flghaxijiet hi u n-nannu
joqoghdu jharsu lejh fis-sema, u hu jmisshom bid-dawl
teptiepi tieghu.

Hekk gara. Marjanu mar igawdi lil Gesu’ bambin,
u ommu u n-nannu kienu jiflu s-smewwiet u jisthajlu
li wahda mill-kwiekeb kienet tassew ruh Marjanu,
tiddi tilma fugq ir-razzett, izda mhux ghal tul ta’ zmien.
Madlien ma setghet qattiggerrah il-mewt ta’ binha f’eta
hekk tenera, u mietet qasir il-ghomor. Ruzar, issa li gie
wahdu, 1-ghali kompla keddu u xejhu u ma damx ma
ssieheb ma’ bintu u nepputieh.

Ir-razzett ta’” Ruzar waqa’ f'idejn xi werrieta li
malajr ghamluh flus ma’ kumpanija tax-xiri u bejgh ta’
artijiet. Issa bil-permessi mehtiega ga mwahhla mal-hajt,
ged jistenna xi galantom johrog l-eluf biex jittrasformah
f'villa ara wiccek, bis-swimming pool u kulma jmur
maghha.

Marjanu, l-istilla taghna, se jibga’ jteptep u jiddi
fl-ilma tal-pool, did-darba bla hadd ma jaghti kasu,
ghax hadd m’ghadu jiftakru. Imma hu xorta ferhan
ghax jinsab maghqud m’ommu u ma nannuh, jitolbu
lil Gesu’ jidhol ghal Klementinu, missieru, biex ifittex
jibdel hajtu, jaghraf I-izbalji tieghu u jindem, biex hekk
ikunjista’jinghagad maghhom, halli jkunu familja shiha
tgawdi ‘1 Alla I-Missier, li tahom l-ghixien fid-dinja tal-
bnedmin.

Inhalli lilek, semmiegh jew qarrej, tiggudika jekk ix-
Xorti, lil Ruzar, lil Madlien u lit-tfajjel Marjanu, tathomx
bil-harta jew forsi dahkitilhom!
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Zmien ir-Rebbiegha

Kitba ta’ Mathea Vassallo - Bandista Clarino 1mo

Meta individwu jasal fil-fazi msejha puberta’ u jibda
l-adoloxxenza jkun qed joqrob biex jibda 1-hajja
zaghzugha. F'dan l-istadju bla dubju ta’ xejn li z-zmien
huwa aktar zokkor milli morr.

Normalment, wiehed ikun jissejjah zaghzugh meta jkun
bejn l-eta’ ta’ sittax —il sena. Hafna drabi matul din I-eta’,
il-bniedem jibda jhossu li jrid ikun indipendenti kemm
jista’ jkun. Jibda jqatta” aktar hin ma’ shabu u aktar hin
barra. Jista’jkun lijibdew jiffturmaw gruppi ta’ pressjoni;
fejn iz-zghazagh jiltaqghu flimkien u bejniethom
jesprimu l-opinjonijiet taghhom. F'dawn il-gruppi ta’
pressjoni tista’ tghid li z-zghazagh jigu wkoll affettwati
minn xulxin.

Ghalhekk kull zaghzugh/a ghandu joqghod attent
fuq is-sahha fizika u morali tieghu; jigifieri li jkun jaf
jaghzel bejn it-tajjeb u l-hazin. Sfortunatament hafna
zghazagh jaqghu f’hafna vizzji minghajr ma jindunaw.
Dawn il-vizzji jisfrattaw iz-zghazagh milli jkollhom
sahha fizikament, psikologikament u moralment tajba.
Ezempiji ta’ dawn il-vizzji huma t-tipjip, 1-alkohol u aktar
gravi id-droga li hija element b’sahhitha kontra s-sahha u
d-dinjita’ taghna z-zghazagh. Ghaz-zghazagh hija arma
ferm perikoluza ghax wiehed facli hafna jaga’ jekk ma
jkollux taghlim u valuri soda. II-famuz qawl Malti jghid
li “min jilghab man-nar jinharaq”.

Ma nistghux
nghidu li mal-hajja
zaghzugha huwa
biss assocjat in-
negattiv, u li mal-
hazin ghandujehel
it-tajjeb. Huma
hafna z-zghazagh
Maltin li jaghmlu
esperjenza ta’
xoghol volontarju
biex iferrhu lil

Nrei = 150
MOIB: 9980

Ghaqda Muzikali San Guzepp

haddiehor u fl-istess hin jifirhu
huma wkoll. Bl-ghajnuna ta’
xoghol volontarju z-zghazagh
ihossuhom aktar maturi, kif ukoll
jiffurmaw karattru u personalita’
aktar fis-sod.

Tajjeb li nsemmu li meta jkun f’eta’ zaghzugha wiehed
ifittex 1i jkun mahbub minn xi persuna li tkun toghgbu
jew toghgobha. Hija xi haga normali u tajba ghax f’dan
l-istadju wiehed ikun irid jgharbel sewwa dak li huwa
behsiebu jaghmel fil-gejjieni, ghalkemm li wiehed, pero’,
ma jkunx cert bl-ghazliet tieghu. Fl-idea tieghi 1-ghadu
ewlieni taz-zghazagh hija t-tentazzjoni. Hija element li
jista” jfixkel wkoll sahansitra li jista” jfarrak personalita’
zaghzugha. Mhux bilfors imma wiehed jista’ jaqa’
ghalihom facilment. M’hemmx bzonn noqghod insemmi
x'jistghu jkunu dawn it-tentazzjonijiet; ghalhekk wiehed
bit-taghlim 1i jir¢ievi kemm sog¢jali u spiritwali; billi
jaghzel il-moral tieghu, ghandu jzomm sod. Zaghzugh /a
ezemplari huwa li tkun taf tghid ‘le’ ghal dak li huwa
hazin.

Meta wiehed ikun qed jghix il-hajja zaghzugha ma
jfissirx li jrid jaghmel kif jagbillu, jigifieri jikser il-ligi,
jghid kliem mhux xieraq u jaghmilha tal-‘bully’ u hafna
affarijiet ohra. Trid tqis li ghada pitghada z-zghazagh
ta’ llum se jkunu I-futur tas-so¢jeta Maltija. Zaghzugh
veru tfisser li inti thaddan it-taghlim utli li inti tghallimt
matul iz-zoghrija(tfulija) tieghek u tibqa’ tibni fuq dan
il-pedament biex aktar ‘l quddiem tkun adult ta’ xempju
sod.

Nistghu nqabblu zmien iz-zoghzija maz-zmien tar-
rebbiegha. In-natura f'dan iz-zmien taghtina kemm
granet ta’ maltemp kif ukoll granet ta’ bnazzi. Hekk ukoll
zmien iz-zoghzija jaghtina kemm il-problemi tal-hajja,
li huwa zmien il-maltemp u kemm iz-zmien is-sabih, li
huma I-granet bnazzi.
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Festa Madonna ta’ Loreto 2008

Torrijew Bandiera? Xi jfissru? Ovjament, fis-sens litterali
hemm bajagsam fid-definizjoni taghhom. Pero’, dawn
nistghu facilment nqabbluhom mal-hajja personali
taghna. Kif?

Naghtu harsa lura lejn zmien missirjietna, wiehed
jinnota li l-irwol princ¢ipali ta’ kull torri fuq dawn it-tlett
gzejjer zghar, kien li jipprotegi in-nies tal-gzira mill-
ghadu. Huma mibinijin b’sengha kbira - sodi bizzejjed
biex jikkumbattu kull ghawg. Mill-banda 1-ohra, il-
bandiera hija oggett dghajjef li tixxengel ma kull rih.
B’hekk nistghu nghidu, li il-bandiera hi minghajr poter u
tmur fejn jimxi il-kurrent. Jekk wiehed joqghod jirrifletti,
malajr jinduna kif dawn jistghu fa¢ilment inqabluhom
mal-hajja personali ta” kull wiehed u wahda minna.
Wiehed ghandu mnejn jsagsi lilu innifsu:
Fis-sitwazzjonijet i niltaga maghhom, kif nirreagixxi?
Bhala Torri jew bhal bandiera?

L-ewwel ippermettuli billi nibda biex inqabbel dawn it-
tnejn ma’karattru fil-bibbja. Qed nirreferi ghal Santu Wistin.
Fil-bidu ta” hajtu, Santu Wistin kien bhal bandiera li mexa
mal-kurrent u waqa’ f'vizzji koroh. Pero’, hu gharaf il-passi
zbaljati li kien miexi fihom. Spicca biex gal Si isti et illi cur
non ego?, li bil-Malti ifissru “Jekk dawk u dawn, jiena
ghaliex 1e?”. Wara hafna kumbattimenti, irnexxielu jirbah
lilu innifsu. Filfatt, Santu Wistin sar sacerdot, Isqof,dottur
tal-knisja kif ukoll qaddis. Dan il-qaddis huwa ezempju
ghal dawk kollha li ghaddejjin minn mumenti difficli u li
bhal Santu Wistin jistghu jergghu jsiru bhal torri sod.

Huma hafna dawk li -karattru taghhom huwa bhal bandiera
li majafux jghidu le ghal vizzji koroh li jistghu jevitaw. Minix
nipponta subghajja ghaz-zghazagh biss. Kull individwu

Torri jew Bandiera?
Robert Grima Bandist Althorn

irid jirrefletti fih innifsu u jevalwa
lilu innifsu. Ikkolli nammetti illi
ahna iz-zghazagh, sfortunatament
iktar ahna fid-dmir 1i naghmlu
dan l-ezercizzju peress li ahna
iktar geghdin suggett ghall-glieda
kontinwa kontra l-istinti qgawwija
li jinsabu fina. Hajjitna hija bhal tellieqa ta’ l-iskier ghan-
nizla. Wiehed ikollu bzonn ta’ training bhal lis-skier li meta
jinduna li jkun hemm xi periklu quddiem, ikun kapaci
jaghmel ‘telmach’ u jieqaf sod bhal qisu xi statwa soda. Gwaj
ghalih jekk gabel ma ttrenjax ghal xi periklu eventwali.

Jien nemmen illi il-karattru ta’ kull wiehed u wahda
minna jigi msawwar minn meta inkunu ghadna zghar.
Ghalhekk inhoss li I-genituri huma fid-dmir 1i jibnu il-
karattru ta’ uliedhom fuq pedamenti sodi biex meta jsiru
individwi indipendenti, ikunu kapaci jghidu “Le” meta
jhossu li ghandhom jghidu “Le” u b’hekk ikunu sodi bhal
torri li ma jdurx ma kull rih. Barraminhekk, nemmen ukoll
li min ikollu intenzjoni ghaglija u bla ma tagta’, minkejja
forsi xi waqa’, u jinqeda bil-mezzi tradizzjonali li dejjem
ghalmittna 1-knisja, zgur jasal biex jghid “tandem Felix”
li bil-Malti tfisser “fl-ahhar ninsab kuntent”.

Fil-fehma tieghi, qatt mhu tard wisq biex minn bandiera
insiru bhal torri li jirrezisti kull eventwalita’. Nemmen
li bi sforz u rieda nilhqu dak li hu mixtieq. Kulhadd
jghix f’bahar wiehed u kulhadd hu suggett ghal 1-
izball. Pero’, qabel fuq kollox wiehed irid jammeti
bl-izball li jkun wettaq u jkun lest 1i jsewwi l-hsarat
li jkun ikkawza. Fl-ahhar mill-ahhar nemmen 1i qatt
m’ghandna naqghtu qalbna ghax dan hu is-sigriet
ewlieni biex nirnexxu!
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152 Ghagqda Muzikali San Guzepp
Grazzi mill-qalb!

Lil Peppi Grima u Kelinu Azzopardi li ghamlu diversi
xogholijiet fir-rinovazzjoni tal-Kamra tal-Kumitat
minghajr ebda hlas.

Lil Pawlu Azzopardi u Fredu Xuereb li jaghmlu
hafna x-xoghol ta’ manutenzjoni minghajr ebda hlas.
Grazzi wkoll lil Loreto Mifsud u Guzeppi Sultana li
dejjem nsibuhom lesti biex jghinu fejn jidhol xoghol ta’
zebgha.

Lil Kumitat tan-Nisa spec¢jalment lil Asmelia Sciberras,
Sunta Grech u Lucy Grima ghal attivitajiet ta’
fundraising li ta” kull gimgha jorganizzaw.

Lil Mabbli Xuereb u Pawlu Xuereb li kull nhar ta’ Sibt
jkunu prezenti ghal-High Teas u Tombla.

Lil Loreto Galea tal-pacengja li jiehu sabiex ta’ kull
gimgha javza lil Bandisti kollha bil-kuncerti u servizzi.
Ta min jsemmi wkoll 1i Loreto qatt ma falla kuncert {’
dawn l-ahhar snin.

Lin-Nutara Josepha Xuereb li taghtina servizz legali
minghajr hlas

Toni Galea, Joe Galea u Frankie Debono lijiddedikaw
hafna mill-hin liberu taghhom jghallmu lill-alljievi u
bandisti aspiranti.

Lil ghajnsielem.com li toffrilna servizz ta’ website, email
u updates minghajr ebda hlas.

Dun Karm Cassar li bhas snin l-imghoddija kien il-
magna sabiex din il-pubblikazzjoni tkun success.

Lil Bandist Guzeppi Cauchi li ghamel il-proofing ta’
aktar minn 40 artiklu ghal din il-pubblikazzjoni kif wkoll
tal-fuljett li nohorgu matul is-sena.

Lil Kunsill Lokali Ghajnsielem ta’ l-ghajnuna li ser
jaghtina sabiex 1-Open Day u tal-24 t" Awissu tkun
success.

Lil dawk kollha li taw id-donazzjoni taghhom ghat-
‘Tile4U’

Lil membri kollha tal-Kumitat Ezekkutiv tas-servizz li
jaghtu lil din is-So¢jeta.

Lil Bandisti kollha ghad-dedikazzjoni li jaghtu lil din
is-So¢jeta u lil Ghajnsielem

Lil dawk kollha li f' dawn it-80 Sena taw kontribut
sabiex 1-Ghaqda Muzikali San Guzepp tkompli mixja
il-quddiem.






